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Lancashire Local History Federation

“At Home”

with Chorley Heritage Centre Group

The Lancashire Local History event
which was held at The Lancastrian Suite
in the Town Hall on July 13th was voted a
great success.

Important Date For YOur Diary

2024 AGM November 20 at St
George's church hall meeting room at

7.00pm. Light refreshments to be
served.

Myles Standish Garden

MYLES STANDISH DAY 5th July 2024

A very successful handing over ceremony took place
in the Myles Standish Garden at Duxbury Golf Club.
St Laurence's School handed over the ceremonial

spade to Sacred Heart School who are now
custodians of the Garden for the year. The Mayor
and Mayoress, Councillor Gordon France and his
wife Margaret, officiated at the ceremony. Five
schools attended with groups of children who

enjoyed a picnic party after the official event. The
weather was kind with beautiful sunshine throughout.

The Myles Standish Garden Association is hoping to
hold a fundraising quiz event early 2025. Heritage
members will be circulated with the details in due

course.

Heritage Open Day
We had a successful Heritage Open day at St. Laurence's
in September where we had a stall. The volunteers who
staffed it said that they had talked with steady numbers

of people throughout the day who were very interested in
the group’s work.



Dr. Bill Walker gave the keynote
presentation on Myles Standish followed
by lunch with recent exhibitions to view.
In the afternoon there was a choice of
field visits:

● Chorley’s Historic Core, led by
David Horsfield

● Astley Hall “The Jewel in
Chorley’s Crown”

● Tour of Duxbury Hall and Gardens
area

Unfortunately, owing to the flooding of
the library, the visit to the exhibition “The
Lost Coal Mines of Chorley” had to be
cancelled.

With local fayre of Lancashire hotpot
and Chorley Cakes, and visits from our
MP, Mayor and Mayoress and High
Sheriff, the day was one to remember.

Astley Hall 100 Years Project:

This year marks a hundred years since the
opening of Astley Hall to the public. Amy
Dearnaley has headed up a project about the
recent history of the hall from the residents’
perspective which you might like to visit. Please
check for opening times.

MEMORIES 2024

Town Trail Proposal
Positive responses have been received from Lancs
CC and Chorley CC Head of Cultural Services. More

details to follow.

Canals and Waterways of Lancashire

The Federation study day on the Canals and
Waterways of Lancashire which is to be held
on 2 November at the Preston Masonic Hall.
It is being held in association with the Leeds

and Liverpool Canal Society, to
commemorate and celebrate the 250th

anniversary of the opening of the first section
of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, from
Parbold to Wigan. There is an excellent

line-up of speakers with talks on a variety of
topics. See the programme and booking form



Cancelled Summer Exhibition
Lost Coal Mines of Chorley

for further details. It is sure to be a most
interesting day.

09.30 – 10.00 Assemble & coffee

10.00 – 10.20 Mike Clarke (L&LCS)

The historical importance of Lancashire’s
waterways, putting the L&LC 250th
anniversary into perspective

10.25 – 11.00 Bill Froggatt (Lancashire
Heritage Officer for Canal & River Trust)

Constructing the Lancaster Canal

11.00-11.15 Short break

11.15 – 11.50 Bill Aldridge (Wigan
Archaeological Society)

Researching the Douglas Navigation

11.50-12.00 Colin Thunhurst (L&LCS)

Kennet on the L&LC, 25 years of L&LC canal
anniversaries

12.00-12.15 Q & A session

12.15 – 13.30 Lunch

13.30 – 14.05 Mike Clarke (L&LCS

Traffics and traders on the L&LC in Lancashire

14.10-14.45 Dr Alan Crosby

Canals in the Lancashire landscape

14.45 – 15.00 Short break

15.00 – 15.40 Dr Paul Hindle

(Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal Society)

The Lancaster Canal, transport, change &
urban growth

15.40 -16.00 Q & A session

Fee £22 (to include lunch)
£14.00 (day school only)



Dr.Bill Walker is looking to put on the
deferred (due to the flooding) Mining
exhibition on the middle floor of the
library, as soon as a date is agreed.

The group has had an exciting offer of a Plan of Duxbury Hall and Grounds dated
1858- we plan to have it assessed and lodged with Lancashire Archives soon. It

came from a descendant of the family who used to farm the Home Farm.

Chorley Heritage Centre Support Group Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/Chorley-Heritage-Centre-Support-Group

You might be interested to keep up to date with what’s happening between newsletters
by visiting our Facebook page.
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